
FACTS AGAINST FEARS: HOW TO ADRESS POPULISM? 
(International seminar, Stockholm, June 5

th
 2018) 

 

 

Concept paper 

 

Confronting the Populisms:  

For a European agenda of political, economic and social innovation. 

 

Two years ago, during his annual “state of Union” address, JC Juncker warned:  

"There are splits out there and fragmentation exits...and that is leaving scope for 

galloping populism – and that does not solve problems, it creates them and we need to be 

aware of that and protect ourselves against it." 

No country is spared. This phenomenon is composed of very heterogeneous forces but of 

considerable importance, endangering the traditional political structures and the 

European project. 

Beyond ups and downs in the electoral fate of populists in Europe over the last year, 

there is a clear, long-term trend: populist vote in the EU moved from an average of 8.5% 

in 2000 to 24.1 % in 2017.  

Such figures reveal a triple crisis, of which the populists are a symptom: a crisis of 

representative democracy, as elected official are increasingly seen as out-of-touch or 

representing obsolete ideologies; a crisis of traditional media, as the disintermediation 

allows people to live in a self-reinforcing bubble; a crisis of international governance, as 

illustrated by financial, euro and migrations crisis, exposed in the previous decade in 

contrast to the post-Cold War optimism. 

From this common background populists can take various forms in various EU 

countries, develop specific political agendas with regard to the established political 

system and to the European project. Responses to the challenge of the populists parties 

can themselves differ and various approaches have been taken throughout Europe, from 

dismissal to confrontation, to cooperation or cooptation. 

The populists will remain, however, as long as traditional actors as well as media and 

civil society do not face up to the challenges of reinventing the rules of intermediation in 

a new, increasingly digital, political environment. This calls for developing new ideas, 

setting up new rules and standards, delivering on growth and jobs and defend a new 

agenda for freedom of thought, expression and dialogue as an essential part of the 

European civilizational project. 

Join us to debate these challenges and opportunities at EuropaHuset. 


